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Among the names connected with the
great professional performances of the
agricultural school of Cluj is Professor
Emeritus Ph.D. Vasile VELICAN,
Corresponding Member of the Romanian
Academy of Agriculture and Silvicultural
Sciences, outstanding representative of the
Romanian agricultural science and technics.
Professor Vasile Velican was born on the 9th December 1904, in the
village of Harman, the county of Brasov, in a family of ordinary villagers,
as the tenth son of Gheorghe and Maria Velican. From his family he
inherited the intelligence and the positive attitude to hard work as well as
the modesty and deep humanity that turned into his personal mark. He
attended elementary school in his home village, graduated “Andrei Saguna
“High School in Brasov in 1924 and in the same year he was admitted at the
Academy of Agriculture in Cluj. When he graduated in 1928 he was an
agronomy engineer. As a student he was noticed by his teachers for the high
level of competence and knowledge and was recommended by them for a
career in superior education or research.
After successfully graduating university in 1928 and finishing his
military service in Bucharest, he returned to “Alma mater” as a general
secretary for one year, then as a research assistant at the Plant Breeding
Station of Cluj-Napoca for six years (1929-1935). In 1935 he became a PhD
in agricultural studies at the Academy of High Agricultural Studies in Cluj-
Experimental Station in Campia Turzii and stayed in this position until 1945
when he came back to Cluj, as a manager of the Plant Breeding Station here,
which became part of the Napoca, being then promoted as a reader. In 1936
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he was appointed manager of the Institute of Agronomy in 1960. For a
quarter of a century he was the head of the two local research units (Campia
Turzii and Cluj).
In 1948 he became a professor of Phytotechny at the Agronomy
University of Cluj, being the head of the department until he retired (31st
August 1974), and then a consultant professor until the last moments of his
life (6th September 1984). His name has always been connected to the high
performances of the agronomy school of Cluj at that time.
In over five decades of activity (1928-1984) in research and as a
professor, he had a great contribution to the promotion and development of
these activity fields. The professional development of numerous generations
of agronomy engineers, university teachers and PhD students bears the mark
of his high competence. In the research field he had a big contribution to the
creation of several cultivars, among which those of wheat (Cluj 650, Cluj
722), autumn barley (Cluj 230), spring barley (Cluj 123), corn (Early
Yellow, Ariesan) and potato (Ardeal, Napoca, Somesan). He wrote
reference studies in Biology and crop plant technology. He is author and co-
author of 15 synthesis works (treatises, monographs and university text
books) which came to enrich the national scientific patrimony. Some of
them ought to be mentioned here: The Agronomy Eng. Textbook (952,
1959, 1967 edition), Phytotechny Vol. I, II and III (Agrosilvic ph,
Bucharest, 1956-1960), The monograph of the corn  (Academia Romana ph,
Bucharest, 1957), ), Phytotechny, vol I and II (Agrosilvic ph, Bucharest,
1965), The potato (Agrosilvic ph, Bucharest, 1963), Romanian flora Vol.
XII (Academy ph, Bucharest, 1972), A Treatise on Plant Breeding vol. I and
II (Romanian Academy, Bucharest, 1971- 1972), Agricultural biology – a
practical dictionary (Romanian Enciclopedy ph, Buc 1974), “Eripitur
persona, manet est” (the person die, the things remain).
In recognition of his outstanding personality, Professor Vasile
Velican was chosen as a correspondent member of the Romanian Academy
(19630), a full member of the Academy of Agricultural and Forest Sciences
since its foundation in 1969, being also appointed chairman of Department 1
(Crop Technology). He was a scientific secretary of the Cluj branch of the
Romanian Academy starting with 1974, and also the chairman of the Man-
Biosphere section (starting with 1974). He received various distinctions,
among which: the Agriculture Merit and the Crown of Romania (Knight)
(1938); the Work Medal (1954, 1957), the Work Order medal order Class II
(1962 ) and Class I (1965), Honored professor (1964), Scientific Merit order
Cl II (1966), Romanian Star Order Class III (1970). He received Romanian
Academy`s Stanciulescu Prize (1944), Gheorghe Doja Prize from the
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Sciencist Romanian Academy (1953) and The Ministry of Education Prize
(1957).
Professor and scientist, Vasile Velican was a prominent figure of our
institution and university center, an important representative of Romanian
agricultural science with a vast knowledge of practical and theoretical
aspects. We should also mention its spotless behaviour in his personal and
social life, his great human qualities which helped him to be a respected and
known among specialists and people he works with. He was and still is a
model to follow by us, and by those who are coming.
***
It is worthmentioning that in the large field of plant breeding and
phytotechny, in handbook and treatises published, professor Vasile
VELICAN granted the right importance to a less known domain in our
country at that time, i.e. the cultivation of hops and medicinal and aromated
plants. He had come to be one of the best known promotors of the
cultivation of these plants between 1950-1975, by having published works
on them. These plants have their deserve place in the “Agronomis’s
Handbook” 2nd edition (1959) and 3-rd edition (vol. 1, 1967); in the treatises
entitled “Phytotechny”: 1st edition (vol. 3, 1960) and 2nd edition (vol. 2,
1969), as well as in other works too, valuable documents for generations of
agronomists; some of the aspects presented remain useful today.
Professor Vasile Velican as a president of Section 1 (plant crops),
within the Academy of Agricultural and Silvicultural Science, had
contributed to the start of Research Program on hop cultivation and its
allotment to be carried out within our institution, beginning in 1972. He
coordinated initially the organization of investigations in this program at our
institution and then, as Consulting Professor, he supported the achievement
of our objectives in it by publishing, in cooperation the preliminary results
in Romanian hop breeding, in the Proceedings of the First Symposium on
“Hop Cultivation in Romania” (1975). We also mention that Professor
Vasile Velican had supervised numerous worthy doctolal theses on hops and
medicinal plants breeding and cultivation.
